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According to Nicaraguan government reports, on the evening of Jan. 23 Sandinista soldiers downed
a DC6 four-engine cargo plane flying supplies to the contras 20 miles east of the town of San Carlos,
near the Costa Rican border. President Daniel Ortega announced the incident on the following
day. In confirming the plane crash, the Nicaraguan Defense Ministry said it was shot down by
anti-aircraft fire, and that it crashed at 10 p.m. on Saturday night. On Jan. 24, Ortega said one
survivor was captured, and four bodies were located by Sandinista troops. The survivor, said Ortega,
told government security agents that the flight left from Swan Island, a Honduran territory in
the Caribbean Sea where the CIA runs a major logistics and supply center for the contras. The
president called the flight a violation of regional peace accords by "a party who didn't sign them."
Contra spokesperson Bosco Matamoros acknowledged the loss of the plane, and said the 12 persons
aboard were all Nicaraguans. He told the New York Times in a telephone interview on Jan. 24
that the plane went down near the town of Nueva Guinea in Zelaya department, and that the
flight originated in "an area that we control inside Nicaragua." Matamoros stated that the plane
had already made a drop of weapons and other equipment when it went down at about 8 p.m.
He said the pilot was contra Donald Frixione, copilot Didier Guido, and flight engineer Benjamin
Sanchez. He added that there were no US citizens, US government employees or high-ranking
contra commanders on board. Matamoros said that before the crash, there had been 350 successful
supply flights over the last year. [A US official in Washington cited by the New York Times said
that there had been more than 350 flights in 1987.] Commander of the 5th military region, Lt. Col.
Roberto Calderon, indicated in a briefing in San Carlos on Jan. 25 that the plane had been tracked
down its flight path off Nicaragua's Atlantic Coast and into its drop zone. "We detected the entry of
the DC6" into Nicaraguan airspace, Calderon said. He said the plane had dropped 11 packages of
about 800 pounds each to contra forces 27 miles northeast of San Carlos before it was hit twice by
shoulder-fired "C2M" Soviet-made antiaircraft missiles. According to Calderon, a captured survivor,
Alejandro Sanchez Herrera, told interrogators that the pilot of the DC6 had been a Colombian he
knew only as "Richard." Sanchez identified the copilot as a man named Frixione and said the others
on board were six cargo handlers and two parachutists who jumped with the air drop. He said that
on seven contra supply flights he had made previously from the Honduran territory of Swan Island
off the Caribbean coast, the pilots had been Nicaraguans. He said that US citizens never flew on the
supply flights he went on. Contra spokesmen insist that all those on the flight were Nicaraguans and
that the pilot was a former National Guard flyer named Donald Frixione. However, a woman who
said she was a relative of Donald Frixione was cited by the Washington Post as saying that he had
been killed in 1979 in combat. According to Lt. Col. Calderon, Sanchez told interrogators that he had
been aboard contra supply flights on Dec. 18, 19, 20, 26, 28 and 30, and on Jan. 17 and 23. The type
of supplies dropped on Jan. 17, when a week-long suspension of deliveries of US lethal aid to the
contras was in effect because of a Jan. 15-16 Central American peace summit in Costa Rica, was not
mentioned. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, AP, 01/24/88; Washington Post, 01/25/88, 01/26/88; New
York Times, 01/25/88)
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